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But there is this to be said. It has been the belief of
millions of people all over the world since humanity
began, so far as we can trace back into the twilight of
prehistory, that there is some subtle relation between an
object and its name, so that knowledge and repeating of
the Name brings the object or person into control.
Adam became lord of animal creation by naming all
creatures (Gen. 2 : 19), and none but the High Priest
once a year in utmost secrecy might dare to name the
Holy One among the Israelites, while the Egyptian
religious scriptures are filled with the notion that he who
knows the name of any being on earth or in the unseen
has power over it and can wield that power as he will.
The same concept is found in ancient Iran, in Iraq,
China, and wherever else we find literary documents of
early thought at all.

In India, Tulasidas in his Ramac'haritamanasa gives
us a glowing eulogy on the greatness and glory of the
Name of Rama, the Supreme Lord. Beginning with
the clear definition : <c The Name and the Named may
be taken as equal " (Bk. 1, Ch. 21 : 1 : samujiiata
sarisa ndma aru nami}, he then goes on to show that
the Name is actually greater than either the Manifest or
the Unmanifest, for both come when summoned by the
Name: " The Name is greater than Brahman and
Rama" (Bk. 1, Doha 25 : brahma rama ten namu
bala); whereas in His lifetime on earth Sri Rama
could save only S'abari and a few others and over-
throw only Ravana and a few other demons, His
Name has ever since then been active saving